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Letters: History is about change over time 


History is complex, sometimes messy, and constantly subject to reinterpretation. 
It’s not a collection of facts, writes Bill Waiser. 
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The StarPhoenix article about renaming McPherson Avenue stated “the process of history is interpreting 
the past through the lens of today.” (“Renaming McPherson Avenue,” SP, March 6). Unfortunately, this 
remark can be read two ways. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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On the one hand, the statement suggests that historians interrogate the past with questions arising from 
the circumstances that we face today. In other words, history can provide some much-needed perspective 
on how we got here. 


The comment could also be misinterpreted to mean that we should judge individuals and their actions in 
the past by the standards of today. That’s called “presentism” — seeing the past through the lens of today. 


History is about change over time. And to understand the past, one needs to examine individuals and 
events in the context of their time. That requires looking at past attitudes, concepts, and values. History 
is complex, sometimes messy, and constantly subject to reinterpretation. It’s not a collection of facts. 
New sources lead to new interpretations of the past. So do new approaches. History also has great 
explanatory powers — why something happened the way that it did. 


Historical research can be, for example, revealing, empowering, upsetting, rewarding or surprising. But 
it’s not about taking modern attitudes and simply applying them to another period. 


Bill Waiser 
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Saskatoon 


Humanitarian crisis 


Congratulations to Arthur White-Crummey and Lynn Giesbrecht for bringing to our attention the sad 
state of affairs within the long-term care (LTC) system of our province. Their three well-researched 
articles published recently should be a wake-up call for the government. 


There are no standards of care and the guidelines for LTC, as pointed out, are so vague that no one, 
including the province, can be held to account for any perceived shortcoming. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


Underfunding results in caregiver contact hours with residents getting less than half the four hours per 
day recommended by professional groups. The precise numbers are unknown because the province does 
not collect those figures, an example of the general lack of transparency on LTC. 


Continuous Care Assistants provide most of the caregiving and are excellent. However, because of 
understaffing they have little job satisfaction, constantly worrying about corner cutting. This, in addition 
to their poor remuneration. 


The lack of resources reflects the fact that LTC is not included under the Canada Health Act. The 
proportion of seniors will continue to increase, so the current dire situation must worsen in the absence 
of prompt action. 


Our seniors helped build the society of which we are justly proud but after retirement they become 
undervalued and victims of ageism. We should use the example of First Nations in which Elders are 


respected. 
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We have a humanitarian crisis. Our provincial and federal governments must cease their turf wars and 
urgently come to an agreement regarding increased funding. 


John Sheard 
Saskatoon 


MORE ON THIS TOPIC 


SHARE YOUR VIEWS 


The StarPhoenix welcomes letters, which are limited to 250 words and must include the writer’s name, 
street address and phone number. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


Submissions will be verified and edited before publication. 

We publish the names and community of all letter writers. 

Do not send email attachments. 

Writing more than one letter a month is discouraged and “open” letters are not accepted. 
Send to: 204 Fifth Ave. N., Saskatoon, Sask., S7K 2P1 


Fax: 306-657-6437 
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Email: letters@thestarphoenix.com 


The news seems to be flying at us faster all the time. From COVID-19 updates to politics and crime and 
everything in between, it can be hard to keep up. With that in mind, the Saskatoon StarPhoenix has 


created an Afternoon Headlines newsletter that can be delivered daily to your inbox to help make sure 
you are up to date with the most vital news of the day. Click here to subscribe. 
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Saskatoon StarPhoenix Afternoon Headlines 


Sign up to receive daily headline news from the Saskatoon StarPhoenix, a division of Postmedia 
Network Inc. 


Email Address 


youremail@email.com 


By clicking on the sign up button you consent to receive the above newsletter from Postmedia Network Inc. You may unsubscribe any time by clicking on the 
unsubscribe link at the bottom of our emails. Postmedia Network Inc. | 365 Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3L4 | 416-383-2300 
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1 Motorcycle crash sends one man to hospital with life-threatening injuries 
2 Sask. school recommendations fall short of SHA school planning guide 
RCMP arrest man accused of threatening to burn down Wanuskewin 


4 ‘You're the monster we never suspected’: Sask. father gets 12.5 years for sexually abusing three girls, 
including daughter 


5 Saskatoon man dies in Highway 5 collision 


THIS WEEK IN FLYERS 


COMMENTS 


Postmedia is committed to maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion and encourage all readers 
to share their views on our articles. Comments may take up to an hour for moderation before appearing 
on the site. We ask you to keep your comments relevant and respectful. We have enabled email 
notifications—you will now receive an email if you receive a reply to your comment, there is an update to 
a comment thread you follow or if a user you follow comments. Visit our Community Guidelines for more 
information and details on how to adjust your email settings. 


https://thestarphoenix .com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-march-27-202 1 7/8 


8/21/2021 Letters: History is about change over time | The Star Phoenix 


Election 2021NewsBusiness 
OpinionSportsArtsLife 
E-Paper Subscribe 


Follow the The Star Phoenix 





Advertise With UsDigital Ad RegistrySite MapContactPrivacy - UpdatedTerms of UseCopyright 


365 Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3L4 


© 2021 The Star Phoenix, a division of Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved. Unauthorized distribution, transmission or 
republication strictly prohibited. 


https://thestarphoenix .com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-march-27-2021 8/8 


